
What do softball players,  
survivors of the Holocaust,  
at-risk tenants, and Manatt 
lawyers have in common?

Q.
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All dare to imagine 
a better world.A.

At Manatt, our clients have great expectations,  
and so do we. We believe that everyone 
should have equal access to the justice system.  
While our dedication is evident from the hours  
we commit every year to an extraordinary 
number of diverse pro bono projects, what 
you can’t see from the statistics is the pride 
we take in helping worthy individuals and 
groups receive the justice they had only dared 
to imagine.



 
BY THE NUMBERS PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

20,295 Stepping up to  
the plate

Although title IX — the federal law forbid-
ding sex discrimination in school athletics 
— was passed in 1972, blatant pockets of 
inequality still remain. this was evident 
in a case that Manatt lawyers took on four 
years ago, when members of the Castle 
Park High School girls’ softball team 
complained that the boys’ teams were far 
better provided for than theirs.

From locker rooms to equipment to 
playing fields, the boys’ facilities were 
consistently superior, while the girls’ were 
consistently overused, run-down, and 
sometimes unsafe. 

Instead of addressing the disparity, the 
school administration fired the girls’ 
softball coach in retaliation. Manatt joined 
with the California Women’s Law Center 
and the Legal Aid Society – employment 
Law Center on a class action lawsuit on 
behalf of the team. Five years of twists and 
turns later, the court found in favour of the 
girls on all counts. 

While most title IX rulings occur at the 
college level, the law is equally applicable 
to high schools, where non-adherence can 
affect where — and even if — female ath-
letes attend college. By granting Manatt’s 
motion for injunctive relief in this school 
district, the court sent a clear message 
to schools nationwide that gender-based 
discrimination will not stand.

NuMBer OF HOurS MANAtt DeDICAteD tO 
PrO BONO MAtterS IN 2011

1,150
NuMBer OF INDIVIDuALS AFFOrDeD ACCeSS 
tO tHe LeGAL SYSteM tHrOuGH MANAtt’S 
PrO BONO rePreSeNtAtION IN 2011

69.6
AVerAGe NuMBer OF HOurS Per  
MANAtt AttOrNeY DeDICAteD tO  
PrO BONO WOrK IN 2011
[Am Law 200 average is 44.8 hours per lawyer]

60.7%
PerCeNtAGe OF MANAtt AttOrNeYS WHO 
DeDICAteD MOre tHAN 20 HOurS tO PrO 
BONO WOrK IN 2011
[Am Law 200 average is 36.5 percent]

Leveling the  
playing field.

While the u.S. Constitution ensures the 
right to counsel in criminal cases when  
a defendant cannot afford to pay, no such 
right exists in most civil cases. But now, 
steps are being taken to remedy this,  
thanks to the Sargent Shriver Civil Counsel 
Act, which Manatt played a pivotal role  
in shepherding through the California  
Legislature in 2009. A landmark effort 
—being watched nationwide—has  
begun to study the impact of having  
counsel in cases involving basic human 
needs, such as shelter, via seven pilot  
programs now being implemented 
throughout the state.  

As soon as the Shriver Act was passed, 
Manatt lawyers took the lead in developing  
a systematic approach to assigning and 
pursuing pro bono cases for one of the 
pilot programs: housing. As part of that 
process, the firm took on a significant 
number of cases on behalf of low-income 
tenants facing eviction from their homes. 

In eviction cases, having a lawyer can 
mean the difference between due process 
and homelessness. too often, tenants who 
cannot afford representation must defend 
themselves against well-represented  
landlords—with predictably disastrous 
results. the Shriver Act intends to remedy 
this imbalance.

As a founding Shriver firm, Manatt paved 
the way for a three-year pilot program that 
can now efficiently and effectively bring 
qualified cases into the pipeline and, by  
so doing, begin to level the playing field 
for  low-income litigants.



Securing pensions 
for Holocaust  
survivors.
Now in her nineties, Yrena K.—a  
California woman of extraordinary 
resilience, but limited means and  
grappling with serious health problems 
—has recently begun to receive a  
pension from the German government 
for work she performed in the  
Warsaw ghetto over 70 years ago. 
While this pension was a long time 
in coming, some measure of justice 
finally prevailed through a program 
Manatt was instrumental in founding: 
the Holocaust Survivors Justice  
Network (HSJN).

Yrena’s pension was made possible 
as part of a new phase in Germany’s 
“ghetto work” reparations program.  
In 2009, the program was broadened  
in German federal court to include 
applicants who had previously been 
denied compensation. Now, with the 
dramatic increase in available funds 
comes an equally dramatic increase  
in need for assistance. Dubbing the  
effort “HSJN 2.0,” this longtime  
collaboration between Manatt and  
Bet tzedek Legal Services has seen a 
sharp spike in demand for its services. 

Already the largest coordinated pro 
bono legal effort in u.S. history, HSJN 
has grown to meet the influx of both 
new and repeat applicants. With HSJN 
working on their behalf, thousands 
of survivors like Yrena—all of them 
elderly, many of them infirm—can  
now enjoy a measure of comfort and 
security in their remaining years.

Prevailing for 
equality in schools.

Although title IX—the federal law 
forbidding sex discrimination in  
education programs or activities  
such as athletics—was passed in 
1972, blatant pockets of inequality  
still remain. this was evident in a 
case that Manatt lawyers took on  
four years ago, when members of  
the Castle Park High School girls’ 
softball team complained that the 
boys’ teams were far better provided 
for than were theirs.

From locker rooms to equipment  
to playing fields, the boys’ facilities 
were consistently superior, while the 
girls’ were consistently overused,  
rundown, and sometimes unsafe. 

Instead of addressing the disparity, 
the school administration fired the 
girls’ softball coach in retaliation. 
Manatt joined with the California 
Women’s Law Center and the Legal 
Aid Society –employment Law  
Center on a class action lawsuit on 
behalf of the team. Five years of 
twists and turns later, the court found 
in favor of the girls on all counts. 

While most title IX rulings occur at 
the college level, the law is equally 
applicable to high schools, where 
nonadherence can affect where— 
and even if—female athletes attend 
college. By granting Manatt’s motion 
for injunctive relief in this school  
district, the court sent a clear mes-
sage to schools nationwide that 
gender-based discrimination will  
not be tolerated.



RECOGNITION

recognized with 10 pro bono awards 
in one year, Manatt sets the bar when 
it comes to providing pro bono legal 
representation to those in need.

2011 American Lawyer Lifetime Achievement Award— Stanley W. Levy 

2011 Learning Rights Law Center, Breaking Education Barriers Award

2011 Bet Tzedek Legal Services, Pro Bono Attorney of the Year Award— Cristin Zeisler

2011 Legal Services for Children, Pro Bono Law Firm of the Year

2011 Legal Aid Society of New York, Pro Bono Publico Award—Nicole German Di Schino

2011 Legal Aid Society of New York, Pro Bono Publico Award—Ronald G. Blum

2011 Legal Services NYC, Pro Bono Honoree—Nicole German Di Schino

2011 Public Counsel’s Pro Bono Volunteer of the Year, Immigrants’ Rights Project—Sirena Castillo

2011 Bar Association of San Francisco’s Volunteer Legal Services Program, Outstanding Law  
Firm in Public Interest

2011 Bar Association of San Francisco’s Volunteer Legal Services Program, Outstanding  
Volunteers in Public Interest Awards—Christian E. Baker, Linda M. Balok
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